KEVIN BURKE

B Occupation: Owner of Varsity Team Sports
& Apparel on East Brainard Road. Sal-
described “consenvative biogger”

B His blog site: hitp:/ikbbZ com.

B Memorable quote: “There is no derying that
hurnans fake a dangernus toll on the Earh end
115 Natural resources. | don’l think anyans of
sane mind has ever denled those iong.
The probiem is when power-hungry has-been
paliticlans who lost their own state during a
presidential election attempt to brainwash the
entirg workl " — From ondeted entry.

HIS FAVORITE BLOGS

W R TE. blogapot.com — Parsonal
friend’s Biog, also a conservative biogger.

W nttp:/fwww isgitsperts blagspot.com — Sports
o,

e

Simrr Peoro oy DL Parerce Hancors
Crumisy and her children, Fuller, 4, and Tebow,
. spand an aftermoon gt 8 park in St
ma. Mrs. Crumley writes a blog about har tamily

oy

B T s

d e as a mother

_ ALLI CRUMLEY

:I_ : Salf-described *mommy

" ® Her blog sites: nip-icrumieyblog.com and
e : ]

| tranigition from one kid o o kids s hand.
I've also heard tha transition from two kids o
tres kids 18 easy. | would fike to go ahead and
reguest we have our third chitd 50 1'can gel 1o
e easy” — From a March 25, 2008, entry

HER FAVORITE BLOGS g

B wwew banspark.cam — Digital photography
W hitp PEhUTersiSiers.com — biog
on digital photographers. ey i

W ripfimotharhooduncansored typepad.com

Making a

statement

Area bloggers create
loyal online followings

L Onling: Magr aavicd ar Rew
LI == tiogpers from Kéwin Burks

Rpad biogs by Times Free Press giallers
and giher gonirnibutord. Cormrmeant

By Laua GALBRATTH
SEad BT T IR el ST
Blogging provides ordinary people
with an online outlet for their writing.
Somme even develop a fan base
Chantanoogan AL Crumiey, a stay-
at-home-mom with two small children,
manages two blogs. She began o Family
blog in 2004, It's full of bright pictures of
ber kids and the excursions they go on.
*Mone of our family lives around
here, so the grandparents were going
to be missing out on things,” she said.
*That’s why we started Crumley Blog,
mainly to document pur cxpericnoes asg

{iral-LimMe Darent

She said she can expreas herself gni
her feclings better through written words

“1 do a lot better when I'm writing,

I pueis because [ can se¢ the words or
something,” Mre. Crumbey said. "So [
be with friends or family. and T dan'y
even tilk about hall the things thai |
write about on the blog.”

Fievin Burke, 24, owner of Vars
ity Team Sports & Apparcl 1= a self-
described “rech geek”™ and “conservitive
blogper”

“I like ralking abour sports, politics,
business, technalogy {and) basically pst
anything in life,” he said, "1 might just
drive down the road and sec something
that sparks a thought in my head, and it's
just & way for me to cither vent or pet
rrry thought on paper and publish it.”

WHY BLOG?

B To keep in touch with family and
friends

Al Crumbey and har husband have
thair hands full with two young sons,
50 keeping in touch with their sxienced
tarmidy in diferent citos is diffhcult. Tha
Crumiey Biog keaps the grandparents
from missing out on things, she said.
B To start & dialogua.

With the help of social natworking
sites, bloggers can shane entnos with
tamily, frisnds gnd co-workers

1 would say that | have a handful of

ioyal readers, but the magority of tham
are dimecied o my blog through athar
Facebook, Twitter of my @-mails.” Kevin
Burke said. “And then that's whers wa
kind of get the dialogua going”

B To get ideas, advice.

“One af ry new favorite blogs .., is
Souls Mama (weww. soulemama.com),”
Mirs. Crumbey said. “She's really inlo
crafting and homemakng and that son
of thing, and it's jus? a réalty ralreshing
way 10 get good ieas on things | can
do with my 500."

BLOGGERS BEWARE

B Be careful what you say.

Blogs arg meani 1o be about
anything and everything, but people
should use discretion when i comes 1o
fnng pergonal airty undry, gossip andg
hparsay

“Once you biog, thal's on there,” sakd
Mr. Burke. "Even if you go back on thene
and delete that post, some computar
somewhears has kept a screenshot or
whalever, 80 thal's Something you've gol
to keep in mind.”

B Bewara of “trolla.”

Aryone who's going 10 write about
somathing controvarsial most oy will
be attacked varbalty by someona who
doesnT charne the sama opirsons. LUisualy
fhat parson moves on DUl N some Cases
may maka i & mission 1o bring you
down, Although It is anndying fo Saal
with, bloggens have the Upper hand.

I you hawe a biog, you can pratty
miuch contral it howevar you wani,” Mr,
Burke sald, “If you go to my biog today
and you commant on a plece, | have to
approve it balore it shows up on the blog”™

CHATTANOOGA CHATTER

Launchad in July 2008, Chattaral is
a Chattanodga news and apion biog,

“Basicaly the idea was we wanied 1o
craata thi blog thal we wanbéd to read,”
gaid John Hawbaeker, an editor and one of
tha bundens behind the community blog.

“There's & kot going on in Chatia-
nooga, & lot geing on even with local
news and events, arts and culture type
thirkgs, all of which we waniad io read
mare aboist, lsarn more about and

create discussions around.” he said.

Mr, Hawbaker said Chattarati com
NEs @ LML mrm!::y_

“Wa can talk aboul something as
serlous as the low turmcut in the local
algctions of somathing as fun as a
wilg surmimer seres devoted o finding
the best taco in Chananooga,” he said.
“l love that contrast, that we can have
theso ridiculous satine artiches right e
1o & very sinous edilonal”



